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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 6-9, 12, 24-26, 28-31 and 34-37 were pending in the above- 
captioned application, with claims 13-23 have been canceled as the result of a 
restriction requirement. Claims 1, 24, 38 and 44 have been amended, in order to more 
clearly define and fully protect Applicants' invention. Allowance of all claims 1, 2, 4, 
6-9, 12, 24-26, 28-31 and 34-50 is believed appropriate and is respectfully requested. 

The undersigned gratefully acknowledges the time taken by Examiner Chan in 
discussing the references and how the claimed invention differs therefrom, including 
on even date herewith. 

Claim Amendments 

The amendments made to independent claims 1, 24, 38 and 44 specify that 
the claimed method "consists essentially of the inventive heat spreader, which 
itself "consists essentially of one or more sheets of compressed particles of 
exfoliated graphite; thus specifying that heat spreading occurs in the absence of a 
heat sink. As discussed with Examiner Chan, limitation of the independent claims 
in this manner patentably distinguishes the claims from the cited art, with one 
exception. 

Examiner Chan pointed out that Morita et al. (U.S. 5,831,374) states, at col. 
11, lines 3-4, that the Morita et al. "heat sinking unit can also be constructed using 
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high orientation graphite rather than a metal" and raised the issue as to whether 
this reads on the claims. 

However, it is respectfully pointed out that "heat sinking unit/ 1 as used by 
Morita et al, refers to an article having increased surface area for thermal 
dissipation, specifically fins or other heat transfer portions (see, Morita et al., coL 5 ? 
lines 58-7; coL 9, lines 8-25; col. 10, lines 48-60; Figs.). Thus, the use of "sheets of 
compressed particles of exfoliated graphite" as claimed herein cannot denote the 
finned heat sinking unit of Morita et al., since a finned article cannot be referred to 
as a sheet. 

In order to further clarify this point, independent claims 1, 24, 38 and 44 
have been further amended herein to specify that the inventive heat spreader is 
"substantially flat,* support for which appears in the specification at, inter alia, 
paragraph [0014]. 

Thus, the reference in Morita et al. to a "heat sinking unit" formed of high 
orientation graphite cannot read on a substantially flat heat spreader consisting 
essentially of one or more sheets of compressed particles of exfoliated graphite, 
since heat sinking unit must be read as including fins or other surface area 
increasing structures and, consequently, cannot be "substantially flat." 
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Therefore, the claims as amended are patentably distinguished from the art 
of record, and, accordingly, all pending claims 1, 2, 4, 6-9, 12, 24-26, 28-31 and 34-50 
should be allowed. 



Based on the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is believed that allowance 
of all pending claims is appropriate. Such action is earnestly sought. If there remains 
any matter which prevents the allowance of any of these claims, the Examiner is 
requested to call the undersigned collect at 615 242.2400 to arrange for another 
interview which may expedite prosecution. 

The Commissioner is authorized any deficiency attendant to the filing of this 
response to Deposit Account No. 50-1202. 



James R. Cartiglia 

Waddey & Patterson 

Roundabout Plaza 

1600 Division Street, Suite 500 

Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 242-2400 



CONCLUSION 
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CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL 

I hereby certify that this Response To Office Action, including 
Certificate of Facsimile Transmittal are being facsimile transmitted to the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office, Pax No. 571.273.8300 on June 
14, 2006. 



James 




tion Number 30,738 
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